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by the Peace which she dictated to the Sultan ten months
after," at the doors of Constantinople (San Stefano,
March 3, 1878), nearly the whole of his European domi-
nions, and another slice of his Asiatic, were under one
form or another removed from his sway. The Treaty of
Berlin curtailed' the Russian gains to some extent; but
the net result of the war was to leave Turkey diminished,
impoverished, more sick than ever.

For thirty years Abdul Hamid misruled the remnants
of his Empire, too selfish or too wise to think beyond
the needs of the hour, and Russia continued to exploit
the discontent of the Slavs of Macedonia for the further-
ance of her own plans. Her policy during this period
need not be described in detail, for it differed on no
material point from the policy she had pursued in the
past. The outward expression varied according to cir-
cumstances, the essence was ever the same. Both
officially and privately her aim was to keep the embers
smouldering so that she might blow them up into another
conflagration whenever the opportune moment came.

In 1903 that moment appeared to'^have come. The
Macedonian revolutionary organization redoubled its
activity. Its bands were everywhere exhorting and
terrorizing the peasantry to revolt. Outrages occurred
every day. Even in Salonica the Bulgarian agitators
had the hardihood to use bombs. Russia's consular
representatives, while denouncing their crimes, secured
their impunity. In Russia any popular disturbance was
followed by wholesale executions, and hundreds were
hanged without even the semblance of a trial; in Mace-
donia the Russian Consuls cried loudly against the enor-
mity of the Turkish authorities as soon as these ventured
even to banish persons convicted of murder and incen-
diarism. Towards the close of summer a Turkish soldier
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